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ROYAL COMMISSION ON DOCTORS’ AND 
DENTISTS’ REMUNERATION 


WORKING PARTIES’ REPORTS 


The Council of the Association met on August 17, the 
day after this issue of the Journal went to press, and 
considered the reports of the joint working parties set up 
(see July 9, p. 31) to discuss the details of the Royal 
Commission’s recommendations on remuneration in the 
N.H.S. The Council’s report to the Representative Body 
on the working parties’ findings will be published next 
week, together with the working parties’ reports and the 
comments of the Joint Consultants and General Medical 
Services Committees. A Special Representative Meeting 
will be held on September 28 and a Special Conference 
of Representatives of Local Medical Committees on 
September 27. 


DIET IN PHENYLKETONURIA 


In its Report on Definition of Drugs,* the Standing Joint 
Committee on Classification of Proprietary Preparations 
States that foods manufactured especially for the treat- 
ment of disease, and for which naturally occurring foods 
cannot be substituted, shall be regarded as drugs and 
shall be classified accordingly. 

Two preparations, “ cymogran” and “ minafen,” are 
among those classified by the Committee as drugs when 
used for the treatment of specific diseases, and the 
Ministry of Health has told the General Medical 
Services Committee that this classification enables these 
preparations to be prescribed under the N.H.S. for 
patients suffering from phenylketonuria. 


C.M.A. ANNUAL MEETING 


The 93rd Annual Meeting of the Canadian Medical 
Association was held at Banff, Alberta, on June 13. 

Sir Russell Brain, Bt., gave the tenth Osler Oration, and 
spoke on the subject of “ Osler and Medicine Today.” Dr. 
Brock E. Brush, surgeon-in-charge of the surgical division 
of the Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit ; Dr. Richard B. Cattell, 
chief of surgery of the Lahey Clinic, Boston; Dr. Henry 
Garland, clinical professor of radiology, Stanford University 
Medical School ; and Dr. Haddow M. Keith, senior consul- 
tant at the Mayo Clinic, were guest speakers in the scientific 
programme. Dr. Edward R. C. Walker, Scottish Secretary 
of the British Medical Association, spoke on the topic 
“Governments and Doctors.” For the first time, the 

*H.M.S.O., London, 1960. (This report forms part of the 


Comprehensive Handbook on Ae mae sent recently by the 
Ministry of Health to all doctors in the N.H.S.) 


scientific programme included a full day’s session on medical 
economics. Subjects discussed were: ‘“ Current Develop- 
ments in Medical Care Insurance in Saskatchewan,” 
“Canadian Labour’s Approach to Providing Comprehensive 
Health Services through Organized Health Centres,” and 
“ The Future of Voluntary Prepayment Mechanisms in the 
Health Care Field.” 

Dr. R. M. Parsons, of Red Deer, Alberta, was installed 
as President of the Canadian Medical Association in 
succession to H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh. 


HOSPITAL COSTS IN U.S.A. 


According to the New York Times of August 5, Dr. Ray F. 
Trussell, director of a Columbia University study of Blue 
Cross health insurance plans, has commented that “ rocket- 
ing” hospital expenses were the main reason for the 
application by the local Blue Cross for © :rmission to 
increase its subscription rates by 37%. The Columbia 
report holds out no hope that hospital costs will go down, 
and the best that can be done is to check the speed at which 
they go up. 

Among the suggestions in the report for putting a brake 
on rising Blue Cross rates are: strict avoidance of the 
prevalent unnecessary hospital admissions and unnecessarily 
long stays ; the use of out-patient departments for diagnostic 
work ; and greater reliance than now on nursing-homes and 
home care. The report also calls for a better allocation 
and use of existing hospital services, as well as new facilities 
on a co-ordinated regional basis. 


“ PRESCRIBERS’ NOTES ” 


Prescribers’ Notes is to be extended in scope and content 
to give doctors more information about new developments 
in pharmacology. Its committee of management is to be 
strengthened, and Professor M. Rosenheim, of University 
College Hospital Medical School, has agreed to act as chair- 
man. Prescribers’ Notes is published by the Ministry of 
Health and Department of Health for Scotland and is sent 
to all doctors in the N.H.S. 


TRADE UNION MEMBERSHIP 


The following local authority is understood to require 
employees to be members of a trade union or other 
organization: 

Non-County Borough Councils —Crewe. 


Dangerous Drugs Act: Withdrawal of Authority 
The Home Office announces that Dr. Leonard William 
Robinson (Birmingham) is no longer authorized to be in posses- 
sion of or to prescribe those drugs to which the Dangerous Drugs 
Regulations, 1953, apply. 
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ASSOCIATION NOTICES 


TO THE 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 


Correspondence 


Because of heavy pressure on our space, correspondents are 
asked to keep their letters short. 


Deputizing Services 

Sir,—I have read Dr. C. J. G. Frankt!in’s letter (July 23, 
p. 51) and that of Drs. R. G. Wigoder and H. G. Jeffs 
(August 6, p. 65). I am frankly at a loss to connect them. 
The former is a simple statement of a point of view, whilst 
the latter has no purpose beyond an unwarranted attack 
upon the integrity of the local consultants. If it were not 
for this, I should feel that the letter deserved nothing but to 
be ignored. 

Drs. Wigoder and Jeffs are certainly entitled to any private 
view they wish to hold, but I must hasten to apologize lest 
any of ou: consultant colleagues should feel that their 
attitude is held more widely by G.P.s in the area. In their 
letter they ask if any member of the local medical committee 
has attempted to obtain the services of a consultant at the 
week-end, bank holidays, or after 7 p.m. The short answer 
is simply, yes ; indeed, I have often found that the easiest 
time to obtain a domiciliary consultation is after 9 p.m. when 
many consultants are to be found at home. As with the 
general practitioner, the consultant tends to lead a busy day. 
In out-patients and in the wards he may be less readily 
available for one reason or another, but at the times that 
Drs. Wigoder and Jeffs suggest I can say that I have never 
had serious difficulty in obtaining a consultant opinion. 
This I believe to be true of most of my colleagues who 
practise in this area.—I am, etc., 

London, S.E.6. 


Sir,—Drs. R. G. Wigoder and H. G. Jeffs (August 6, 
Pp. 65) raise an important issue when they ask for a 24-hour 
all-the-year-round service of consultants (in every specialty, 
presumably ?). I know of no statute law or regulation 
which compels consultants to provide such a service, though 
it is common practice for specialists to participate in on-call 
rotas for emergencies in hospital, at least in general surgery, 
orthopaedics, gynaecology, and E.N.T. Inquiry at one or 
other local hospital should generally provide the informa- 
tion of who is on call. I frequently get called out on 
Sundays, public holidays, and even while on annual leave 
‘spent at home, as do most of my consultant colleagues. 

Drs. Wigoder and Jeffs aresexceptionally fortunate to be 
practising in an area (S.E. London) which has at least ten 
general hospitals within a radius of less than 8 miles and 
very many consultants living within easy reach. I wonder 
if their complaint is shared by many general practitioners. 
Perhaps the list of consultants on the domiciliary visiting 
scheme is out of date in the S.E. Metropolitan Region. Some 
of us might welcome regulations of the type envisaged by 
Drs. Wigoder and Jeffs. But why begrudge us the £4 4s. fee 
(taxed at source under P.A.Y.E. and surtaxed as well) I— 
I am, etc., 


R. LL. MEyRICK. 


E. H. RAINER. 


B.M.A. LIBRARY 


‘The Library service is available to.all members. of the Association. . 


resident in Great Britain and Northern Ireland (and by special 
arrangement to members of the Irish Medical Association). A 
copy of the Library Rules will be forwarded on application to the 
Librarian at B.M.A. House. 

The following books have been added to the Library: 


Ackerknecht, E. H.: A Short History of Psychiatry. 1959. 
rs : Public Health in Tropical Countries. 1958. 
: Carcinogenesis by Ultraviolet Light. 1959. 
4 e : A Colour Atlas of Morphologic Hematology. Edited by 
. Ham. Revised ~—-. 1959, 
Le Sommeil de !’Enfant. 1959. 
Gripa: Hil din problema. 1958. 
tig L., and Brechner, V. L.: Instrumentation in Anesthesi- 


et al.: Contributions to Modern Psychology. (1958. 
': Diseases of the Nervous System in Infancy, Childhood, and 
Adolescence. Fourth edition. 1960. 


Handley, C. A., and Moyer, J. H.: The Pharmacology and Clinical Use of 
Diuretics. 1959. 

Hyman, H. T.: Treatment in Internal Medicine. 1958. 

— C. F. W.: A Short Textbook of Surgery, seventh edition. 


Jefferson, Sir G.: Selected Papers. 1960. 
— -Fronius, E.: Pathologie und Klinik des Salz- und Wasserhaushaltes, 


,» and Rains, A. J. H. (Editors): 
in Clinicai Practice. 1959. 
+ et al.: Maladies Hereditaires du Métabolisme chez |Enfant. 


. L.: Hypnosis: Fact and Fiction. (Pelican Books.) 1959. 
: Die geburtshilflichen Operationen. 8 Aufl. 1958. 
a Experimental Design in Psychology and the Medical 
Mazer and Israel’s Diagnosis and Treatment of Menstrual Disorders and 
Sterility. Fourth edition by S. L. Israel. 1959. 
Meier, R. L.: Modern Science and the Human Fertility Problem. 1959. 
Modern Trends in Accident Surgery and Medicine. Edited by R. Clarke, 
F. G. Badger, and S. Sevitt. 1959. 
Monod, os Recherches sur la croissance des cultures bactériennes. 2me. 
it. 
Nelson, T. G.: Tracheotomy: a Clinical and Experimental Study. 1958. 
O’Brien, D., and Ibbott, F. (Editors): Laboratory Manual of Pediatric 
Micro-Biochemical Techniques. 1959. 
. A., and Silberstein, J. S., et al.: Physical Diagnosis. 1959. 
Science, Medicine, and Morals. 1959. 
: The Mouth: Its Clinical Appzaisal. 1959. 
Rowe, I. w, and Wheble, V. H.: Anatomy and Physiology, Applied for 
Nurses. 1959. 
5 Aufl. 1959. 


Schneider, Klinische Psychopathologie. 
Squires, a C.: The Sudaa Medical Service. 1958. 
Tashman, H. F.: The Marital Bed: An Analyst’s Casebook. 1959. 
Tosovsky, V., and Vychytil, O.: Das Akute Abdomen im Kindesalter auf 
Grund angeborener Anomalien. 1958. 
Wachsmann, F., and Barth, G.: Die B b hI 2 Aufl, 1959. 
Waksman, A. S.: My Life with the Microbes. 1958. 
Welch, H., and Marti-Ibanez, F.: The Antibiotic Saga. 1960. 
Weyrauch, H. M.: Surgery of the Prostate. 1959. 
Wile A. W.: Body Fluids in Surgery. Second edition. 1960. 
illi M., e¢ al.: Neurological Complications of Lymphomas and 


Treatment of Cancer 


rt Diseases. 1959. 
Wolff, K.: The Blolosical, Sociological and Psychological Aspects of 
Aging. 1959. 


Wood, E.: Yoga. (Pelican Book.) 1959. 


Wootton, B.: Social Science and Social Pathology. 1959. 


Association Notices 


Diary of Central Meetings 


SEPTEMBER 
Special Representative Meeting Agenda Com- 
mittee, 11 a.m. 
Agenda Committee for Special Conference of 
Representatives of Local Medical Committees, 


Cental and Specialists Committee, 

noon. 

Joint Consultants Committee, 11.15 a.m, __ 

Remuneration Subcommittee of Staff Side of 
Whitley Committee C, 11.30 a.m. J 

Staff Side of Whitley Committee C;.2 

Subcommittee on Misuse of Power (C.C. and S. 
Committee), 2 p.m 

G.M.S. Committee, 10.30 a.m. 

Accident Services Review Committee, 2.30 p.m. 

Conference of Representatives of Local 

Medical Committees, 10.30 a.m. 

Special Representative Meeting, 10 a.m. 


Branch and Division Meetings to be Held 


GLossop Drivision.—At Social Club, Ellison Street, Glossop, 
Monday, August 22, 8.45 p.m., consideration of Council's report 
on recommendations of the Working Parties on the Royal Com- 
mission’s report. 


Branch and Division Officers Elected 


BritisH GUIANA BRANCH.—President, Dr. N. J. Abbenseits. 
First Vice-president, Dr. B. B. G. Nehaul. Second ret, Breck 
Dr. H. C. Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, 

Mootoo. Assistant ouver Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. L 

uc’ 

Consett Diviston.—Chairman, Dr. F. O. Potter. Vice-chair- 
age Pa 9 F. M. Fyfe, jun. Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, 

LEEDS Division. —Chairman, Dr. E. W. Jackson. Vice-chair- 
man, Dr. S. S. Ogilvie. Honorary —- Dr. J. H. E. Moore. 
Honorary Treasurer, Dr. E. C. Benn. 

NorFOLK BRANCH.—President, Dr. D. Shields. President- 
Dr. A. W. Taylor. Vice-presidents, K. A. Mr 

he Harrison. Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. A. Batty 
Shaw. 


Correction—The chairman of the Co. Armagh Division is Dr. 
J. T. Carson and not, as we were wrongly informed, Dr. W 
Bingham (July 9, p. 34). 
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